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HBC Field Widnes 
Chapter 5 Landscape and Visual Impact 
 
The amendments to the scheme at HBC field relevant to this chapter relate to the installation of a 5m 
high acoustic barrier and native climbing plants on either side of the fencing to the north of Linner 
Farm in the southern part of the site. The masterplan submitted in 2011 as part of the application 
included a 2m high acoustic barrier in the same location. 
 
The landscaping around the acoustic fence which formed part of the 2011 application includes a 
native hedgerow along the site’s boundary with Linner Farm, then native trees and shrubs to the north 
of this. This planting extends up to the acoustic fence. A native hedgerow is proposed to the 
immediate north of the fencing along its boundary with the proposed open space on site. The addition 
of native climbing plants on both sides of the acoustic fence would provide more rapid vertical 
screening of the taller fencing prior to establishment of woodland and hedgerow planting. The revised 
landscape proposals are illustrated on drawing 1201-11-08B. 
 
Planning Policy 
 
Since the Environmental Statement (ES) chapter was prepared the Government has released the 
National Planning Policy Framework (March 2012) which replaces Planning Policy Statements. 
Policies of relevance to landscape and views include Section 7: Requiring Good Design and Section 
11: Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment.  
 
In addition, Halton Council has now adopted its Core Strategy (April 2013) which means some of the 
Unitary Development Plan (UDP) policies have been deleted. The only UDP policy reported in the ES 
that has now been deleted is Policy E7 : Ditton Strategic Rail Freight Park which has been replaced by 
Policy CS8:3MG. The Core Strategy has other policies that are of relevance to landscape and views 
including: CS1; CS6; CS20 and CS21. 
 
The change in both national and local policy does not affect the judgements previously made within 
the ES as the land remains part of the area designated as 3MG formerly Ditton Strategic Rail Freight 
Park. 
 
Landscape Character 
 
Since undertaking the landscape and visual assessment as part of the ES the baseline landscape has 
altered through the commencement of construction for the road into the site. The assessment and 
judgements made in 2011 were based on the road already being constructed as it was consented 
development. 
 
The effect on landscape character of the proposed development reported in the ES remains valid. The 
increased height of the acoustic fence constitutes a small change to landscape character in the 
context of the proposed development and would not increase the significance of effect from moderate 
adverse on the local landscape and minor adverse at a wider scale. 
 
Views 
 
The previous assessment included 14 public viewpoints and considered effects on views from 18 
residential properties in the locality. The reported judgements for all of the receptors have been 
reviewed to determine any change to effects arising from the increased height of the acoustic fence 
and additional landscape proposals for native climbing plants along the fence.  
 
The majority of visual receptors would not experience views of the proposed acoustic fence due to 
intervening planting, landform and built development. The visual receptors that have potential for 
effects resulting from the 5m high acoustic fence and associated landscaping are those in close 
proximity to the fence including: Public Receptor 4: footpath through the public open space (Halebank 
Park) within the south eastern part of the site; and Receptor 10: Halebank Road. Private receptors 
include: Receptor D: Linner Farm Cottage and Linner Farm; Receptor E: Havelock Cottages and 
Smithy House; and Receptor F: Bungalows along Halebank Road opposite Linner Farm. 
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Receptor 4: Public Footpath.  
Along a short section of footpath the fence would be prominent in views. However, the increased 
height would form a small change in the view when compared to the more noticeable changes in 
northerly views comprising the proposed building, HGV entrance and landscaping. The judgements in 
the ES of major to moderate adverse on completion and after 15 years in the eastern part of the site 
and moderate adverse reducing to minor adverse after 15 years along the remainder of the footpath 
remain valid.  
 
Receptor 10: Halebank Road.  
Views may include a fleeting glimpse of the eastern end of the proposed 5m high acoustic fence as 
receptors pass the site entrance along the road. However, it would form a small component of the 
proposed view with intervening trees providing a filtering to the fence. Climbing plantings along the 
fence would help to screen the fence in this fleeting view. The significance of effect would remain 
moderate to minor adverse on completion reducing to minor adverse after 15 years. 
 
Receptor C Middlefield Farm. 
No change to reported judgements. Vegetation around Linner Farm Cottage and Linner Farm would 
screen the acoustic fence. 
 
Receptor D: Linner Farm Cottage and Linner Farm. 
Views from upper storey windows at Linner Farm Cottage would include the 5m high acoustic fence 
which would screen views of the road embankment and the proposed building. Whilst the fence would 
be closer in the view than the proposed building or road embankment it would be heavily screened by 
intervening trees. This screening would increase as proposed planting matures. Proposed climbing 
plants would provide additional screening of the fence particularly prior to the establishment of 
proposed woodland. 
 
From Linner Farm the view would alter to include partially filtered views of the proposed 5m high 
acoustic fence close to the property boundary. This fence would foreshorten views from the property 
screening the proposed building and road on site. Native climbing plants would help to integrate the 
fence with garden boundary trees reducing its prominence. After approximately 15 years, as proposed 
planting on site matures, the acoustic fence would be screened during summer months (as illustrated 
on the cross section on drawing 1201-11-08B). Heavily glimpsed views of the fence would be possible 
during winter months through hedgerow and woodland branches however the fence would be less 
prominent in views.  
 
The significance of effect from both properties would remain moderate adverse on completion 
reducing to minor adverse after 15 years due to the previous scheme including an acoustic fence 
along the boundary which would have partially screened views into the site. In addition views of the 
proposed building would now be screened by the 5m high acoustic fence. 
 
Receptor E: Havelock Cottages and Smithy House.  
Views would remain similar to the proposed view reported in the ES chapter. The proposed acoustic 
fence may be discernible in oblique views from Smithy House, however, its orientation would mean 
that the fence would only occupy a very small extent of the view and would be filtered by intervening 
garden trees. After 15 years it would be screened in summer and heavily filtered in winter by proposed 
woodland planting. The significance of effect would remain the same as effects reported in the ES.  
 
The view from Havelock Cottages would not alter from that reported in the ES. 
 
Receptor F: Bungalows along Halebank Road. 
The view would remain as reported in the ES due to intervening tree planting and buildings at Linner 
Farm providing screening to the proposed fence. 
 
Cumulative Effects 
 
The increased height of the acoustic fence would not alter the cumulative effects of the proposed 
development reported in the Environmental Statement. 
 


